Assay of complement activation in mouse serum by ELISA.
We describe a simple, sensitive and reproducible ELISA assay for complement activation in mouse serum, based on measurement of the opsonization of purified, heat-aggregated mouse gamma-globulin bound to the solid phase. This assay measures mainly classical pathway activation, and we used it to show significant differences in complement activation in sera from mice of various autoimmune, immunodeficient and immunologically normal strains. This assay has the advantage over existing methods of requiring minimal volumes of serum, and of avoiding problems of species incompatibility.